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| n they are of God : becauſe many falſe Pro- 
_ are gone out _— the World.” 


Fre; NY the C chi ian Religion had been Cuff 
ciently tip Aught and prov'd by th reaching and 


A Miracles of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, it pleaſed 
God (for wiſe Reaſons no dohbt) to permit great Oppoſition 


to be made fo the Frurh | and Purity of it; not only by it; 
former profeſſed Enemies, We“ wand Hiirkbts, but [ike 


wiſe by ſome among the Chriſtians themſelves ; ſome, [ 
mean, who overpower'd in à manner by that ſtrong Evidence 
whereby Try im general had been confirm d, could 
ndt avoid Conviction, wor with any Eaſe in their own 


Minds,':decligethe taking on them the Name of Chriſtians; 
and ye N Meng well their Submiffion and 


nor fe 
| Obedience of the e Unrandeg and that Strictnels of Life 
which it obliged them to; - ſet.themſchres ſo te explain (tha 
is, inderd f the. Faith of Cbriſt, as to take away 
all that Myſtery from its Articles of Belief which they could 
not well compre end, and all thit Strictneſs and Seviglh 
from its Precepli, which; as liying an ungrateful Rſtrain 
upon their Lũſts r found. it bard to bring 


themfelv6sito :cankply with. -- 
- The firſt of this kin: that we meet wick? ih Seriptore, , 


Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, was that Arch-heretick-Simon agu 
but he was quickly followed by feveraF others, his Diſciple 
or Imitators ; "forme of whom-we fnd-taken notice of by. 


Paul, and the other . be „in their Epiſtles; and th 
Number of them was eld before St. Fobr's Death 


who oH ved all che other Apen, that r in the lart 
part of the Text, dm hen, may 2 ale Prot 
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gene ont inte the World, Upon which Obſervation he very 
7 8 reaſonably grounds the Caution and Advice which he gives, 
> in the forther-Clauſe of it; Beloved, believe not evety Spirit, 

but try the Spirits whether they are of GO]. 
[And if it was thus in the 4poftles Days, if even then, 
there were ſome (as St. Paul calls them) falſe Apoſtles, des 
ceitful Workers, transforming themſelves into the Apoſtles of 
- © Chrift, 2 Cor. 11. 13. tis no wonder that it has been fo 
in the Apes ſince, or that it is ſo now. Nay indeed, this is 
what we had great Reaſon to expect, or rather, tis what 


* 
- 
VU, 
* 


0 © we might be ſure would be; becauſe it had been expreſly 
and foretold long ago, by Prophets of unqueſtionable Autho- 
aged rity. There ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, and falſe Prophets, fays 
ron our Saviour, and many ſhall come in my Name, and ſhall 
1 deceive mam, Math. 24. 5, 24. And, Of your own ſelves 
lle © alſo, ſays St. Paul, ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, 
ay to draw away Diſciples after them, Acts 20. 30, And 
ene again, There muſt be alſd Hereſies among you, that they 
ould C which are approved map be made manifeſt among you, 1 Cor. 


11. 19. And, As there were falſs Prophets among the 
„% Jet, ſays St. Peter, fo [Wall there be falſe Teachers among 
jou, who privily ſhall bring in damnable Her eſies, evers de- 
ming the Lord that bougbt them: And many ſhall fallow 
© Fheiy pernicious Ways, 2 Pet. 1. 1. | 

And the Methods whereby theſe Seducers have endea- 
votired, and indeed with too great Succeſs, to draw Men 
from the Truth of the Goſpet, have been various; ſduie 
have endeavoured it, by forging and ferting forth Goſpels 
and Epiſtles under the venerable Names of the Apaftles; 
* This Was an carly Artiſice, but, thanks be to God, it was, 
* by the Care and Vigilancee of the firſt Chriſtians, ſoon dif- 


re, . *:cover'd; and is now iempratticable; Others have done it 
(ao * 'by corrupting their genuitie Writings, bur this Fraud alſo 
cip © has been feldom long undetected, and would in vain he no 
W © arternpred any more: And others have endenvout'd the 


* ſame by ſetting up Oral Tradition as # Rule of. Faith rogd- 
© ther wih the Scripture, and as a neceſſary Supplement 
| * thereto z and boldly affitming chat all ch Decttines by chem 


© taught, which ore not to be found in Scripture, have been 
© deliver'd down to them from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, this 
© way; But this Method of Deceit has been. likewiſe fo fully 
laid open and conſuted in the learned Writings of the Pro- 
© teſtamts againſt the Corruptions of the Church of Rome, 
© that, it may reaſonably be hoped, there is little or no Nan- 
ger of our now being deceived thereby. Ml tir, 
© Nevertheleſs, there are two other Methods of Deceit, 
© which we are till, and always ſhall be, in Danger of; the 
© Firſt is of thoſe who wreſt and pervert the Senſe of Serip- 
© ture, by a falſe Interpretatiop of it; the other is of thoſe 
©: who pretend themſelves to be afreſh inſpir d by God, in ſuch 
© manner as the Apoſtles were. | 1 
Againſt the former of which we may be in good meaſure 
* ſecur'd, by conſtant Reading and diligent Study of the 
* Holy Scripture; and treaſuring up, and deeply impreſſing 
© on our Minds, thofe great Truths of Religion, whether re- 
© lating to Belief or Practice, which are there clearly taught; 
© and reſolving to admit of no Interpretation of any more 
© obſcure or doubtful Texts (even tho we have not Skill or 
© Learning enough to ſhew the Falfity of ſuch Interpretation) 
whereby Countenance ſeems to be given to any Opinion 
* that is not according to the Analogy of Faith, or to any 
Practice that is not agreeable to that Strictneſs and Purity of 
Life which the Holy Goſpel every where enjoins. +, » 
And how we may be ſecur'd againſt the other method of 
* Deceit, viz. that of thoſe who falſly pretend to Inſpira- 
© tion, is what we are taught in the Text, and will be my 
* Bufineſs to explain and ſhew more at large in my followin 
* Diſcourſe. Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try t 
© Spirits whether they are of God, becauſe many falſe Pro- 
©. phets are gone out into the World] Many Fall Prophets, 


ſays he, are gone out, that is, many that falſly pretend to the 
Teaching of the Spirit. For they were ſuch falſe Propbets 
28 theſe which the Apoſtle ſeems to have had chiefly in his 
Mind; and that I take to be the Reaſon why he calls them 
Spirits, as well as Prophets, Believe nod every Spirit, but 


And 


#7 the Spirits whether, they ave of God., 
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5 
And this Caution and Advice can never be given unſea- 
ſonably; becauſe as there were many ſuch falſe Propbets in the 


World in the Apoſtles Time, fo there have been ever ſince; 


and probably ever will be while the World ſhall laſt. Every 


Age has afforded plenty of ſuch Enthuſiaſts, whoſe Fraud; or 
Madneſs, or Folly, has in due time been made manifeſt unto 
all Men. And yet the.continual Diſcoveries of former Cheats 


of this kind have not prov'd ſufficient to diſcourage others 


from ſetting up the ſame Pretence to Inſpiration, neither have 
they afforded to the People of following Times ſufficient Cau- 
tion to beware of the like Impoſtures, 

Foreven now, after all the Experience that the World has 
already had in ſuch Matters, there is a new Set of Prophers 
lately riſen up among our ſelves ; and as the wildeſt Enrbu- 
fiaſts have had, ſo have theſe alſo, their Followers. 

| Nevertheleſs I will not yet take upon me to ſay that theſe 
are falſe Prophets ;, tis Time that muſt ſhew thet; and a very 
little Time, 'tis likely, will ſhew it ſufficiently. L Bur, all 
that J affirm now is Matter of Fact, that they call them- 
© ſelves Prophets, that immediate Divine Inſpiration is what 
© they pretend to; and that they ſay with great Con fidence, 
© that they are the Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts, and that 
© all the Diſcourſes which they utter in their Extaſies are the 
© Oracles of God, and the Warning of the Eternal Spirit, 

And who can, now at firſt, be ſure that they are not ſo? 
* For why may not God, who at ſundry 1imes, and in divers 
manners, ſpeake in times paſt to our Fathers by the Pro- 
* phets, Heb, 1. 1. ſpeak alſo in the like Sort to us their Chil- 
* dren? We, indeed, can ſee no Reaſon why, after the full 
* Revelation of the everlaſting Goſpel, by our Saviour and 
bis Apoſtles, there ſhould be any new Revelations given, 
* eſpecially to ſuch as do already receive, and profeſs to give 
* entire Credit to, the Goſpel-Revelation : But God's Thoughts 
© are not always as our Thoughts, Iſa. 55. 8. and many 
* Things may be requiſite or neceflary for ſome wiſe and great 
© Purpoſes, which we, not knowing the Counſels and De- 
* lignsof Providence, may not ſee any Reaſon for. And, 


a, on the one hand, if we ſhould give Ear and Credit to 


A 3 | theſe 


— — — — — 


ä als C6) . 
© theſe Perſons, as to the * of God, hen indeed 
© the Lord has not ſent them, nor ſpoken by them, we may be 
| © led into ſuch Miſtakes as may prove fatal to us; ſo, on 
* the other hand, if we ſhould ſlight and reject their Warn- 
© ings, when indeed a Spirit or an Angel has ſpoken to them, 
© we may be found to have fought againſt God.] Whether 
therefore they be true, or whether they be falſe Prophets, 
which do now, or which may at any Time hereafter thus take 
upon them to ſpeak to us in the Name of God; tis very good 
and reaſonable Advice which the Apoſtle here gives, in rela- 
tion to them; believe not every Spirit; but try the Spirits, 
whether they are of God, FO $ 

I. Believe not every Spirit. And this firſt Part of the A- 
poſtle's Advice, I rake to imply it in theſe four Things. 

I. That we ſhould not readily give any Ear at all to ſuch as 
pretend to Inſpiration, Go not after them, nor follow them, 
fays our Saviour, Lake 17. 23. Indeed to a very ſtrong 
Proof of any Man's Inſpiration, if it be offer'd to us, if it be 
laid in our way, we ought to yield; at leaſt ſo far, as to be 
thereby put upon farther Enquiring into the Matter; becauſe 
we can't be ſure that God will not any more communicate his 
Will to Men, in ſuch manner as he has formerly done, by the 
immediate Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit: But I ſay, that if 
no ſuch Evidence of divine Inſpiration be plainly laid before 
us, without our ſeeking, we ſhall not need to go out of our 
way to ſeek for it; becauſe we have no Reaſon at all to doubt 
bur that the Revelation of God's Will already made to us in 
the Holy Scriptare is abundantly ſufficient for all thoſe Pur- 

poſes tor which a divine Revelation might be expected, or 
could reafonably be de ſired. For this Word of God, we are 
told is a Lamp unto our Feet, and a Light unto our Path, Plal, 
119. 105. this, we are afſur'd, àj able to make us wiſe unto 
Salvation, 2 Tim. 3,1 5. wiſer than which we need not de- 
fire to be: This, we are affur'd, is profitable for Doctrine, 
for Reproof, for Correction. and for Inſtraction in Rigbrteonſneſs, 
ver. 16. that is, for every good purpoſe : This, we are aſ- 
turd, was given, that the Man of God might be perfict, 


tprowbly furniſh:d unto all good Works, ver. 17. and if it 


Was 


was given for this purpoſe, there can he no doubt but that it 
is ſufficient for it. L. Or, -wigbour conſidering the Teſte, 
* mony that the Holy Scripture gives of its own Sufficlency, 

ve might otherwiſe be ſatisfied that it ip ſuffigient ; becau 
the Wiſdom of God bas not, that we know of, thought fir, 
© in all the Ages ſince the Apaſtles Times, to make any other 
© publick Revelation of his Will to Mankind. ] Aad if the 

Holy Scripture, as rationally interpreted, explained, and ap- 
plied by the Paſtors of the Chriſtian Churcb, and the Preach- 

ers of the Goſpel, has been ſufficient to guide into the way: 

of Truth, and to bring to Eternal Life, all that have been 

ſaved in all this time, fax ſixteen hun by" Years paſt ; we 

may reſt aſſar'd chat it is ſtill as ſufficient fer the ſame Pur- 

poles; And therefore having naw all thoſe Books of Holy 

Scripture in our Hands, which have always bitherto, ſince 

the Apoſtles Times, ſerv'd for the Inſtruction of the Chriſtian 

Church; and being alſo well furniſh'd with Spiritual Guides 
and Paſtors, regularly ordain'd, and lawfully commiſſioned 

to Explain and Preach to us the Doctrine of the Goſpel ; 
with whom, in Blefling their Miniſtry, our Saviour has pro- 

miſed that he will always be preſent even unto the End f the 
World, Matth. 28. 20. As we ſee no need that there is of 
new Revelations, fo we have no Reaſon to expect them ; 

and therefore for us, who believe upon ſuch goad Graynds 
the Perfection of Scripture, as a Rule both of Faith and 

Manners, to ſeek out now for new Lights, would be juſt the 
ſame Folly as it would be to ſearch for a Candle to add Light 

tothe Sun, Bur, 

2. What I take to be farther implied in this firſt Branch oh 
the Apoſtle's Advice: Believe not every Spirit, is this, That 
bow confidently ſoe ver any Man may give out himſelf to be an 
inſpired Prophet, we ſhould not be forward te believe by Pre- 
rences; And for this there is a very good Reaſon given in the 
Text it felf, wiz. becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone out into 
tbe World, And if this was a good Reaſon then to make Men 
very {hy and cautious of admitting any Man's pretence to li.» 
ſpiration, it is much more ſo now: For then, when the A- 
e Wot gave this Advice, as * were many falſe N 

ä „ Ia; 


ct 


fa, we are ſure; there were many true ones too: And 
L“ as, when, of the Money that is current abroad, there 
© is ſome good, as well as ſome counterfeit, he that 
6 takes Money by Tale only may probably take ſome good 
as well as ſome bad; and by great good Luck may take 


5 none but what is good; whereas, when the Coin is gene- 


F rally corrupt, he muſt have almoſt the ſame. good Luck if 
© he ever receives any good; fo it is here: Then,] when 
there were true, as well as falſe Apoſtles, a Man that uſed no 
Caution might yet by very good hap only fall into the Hands 
ok a true Apoſtle; whereas ever fince the Apoſtles Days, a 
like uncautious Man muſt have had the fame good hap not to 
fall into the Hands of a Seducer ; becauſe ever ſince the Apo- 
files left the World, tho every Age has produc'd a great 
many that have given out themſelves to be inſpir'd, we are 
not ſure there has been any one that has been really ſo ; and, 
as to far the greateſt part of them, we have undeniable Evi- 
dence, cat ib they were inſpir d at all, it was by an Evil Spirit, 
and not by the Holy Spirit of God. And therefore, having 
as yet no Inducement to think it is otherwiſe now than it has 
been for ſixteen hundred Years paſt, nothing can be more 
reafonable than the Caution which the Apoſtle here gives, not 
70 be forward to give Credit to any that ſhall now ſer up with 
the like Pretences. Ir is as much Favour as any new Prophet 
can how in Reaſon deſire (conſidering what Ground we have 
to ſuſpect an Impoſture) that we ſhould not condemn him 
unheard ; but to have any Inclination at all in his Favour ; 
to imagine or ſuppoſe it likely that he may be a true Propher, 
before he has given any plain Evidence of a divine Miſſion, 
s an Argument of ſuch Weakneſs, Indiſcretion, and Unwari- 
neſs, as we ſhould be aſham'd of in any matter of our world- 
_ If Concerns, wherein there was the like Uncertainty ; or ra- 
ther, wherein there was fuch great Probability of our being 
impoſed upon. And therefore, | 

3. Another thing meant, as I ſuppoſe, to be imply'd in 
this firſt part of the Apoſtle's Advice, Believe not every Spi- 
rit is, that we ſhould never accept any Perſon whatſoever a: 


bed, withous bis frf giving good Proof of bis Divine I» 


pirat ian. 


nd ration. What Proof in this Caſe is ſufficient, and may be 
ere reaſonably requir'd, I ſhall have occaſion to conſider by and 
nat by; but very good and ſufficient Proof, I ſay, is what we 


od ought to inſiſt upon and demand, before we give any Credit 
ike at all to any Man that pretends to luſpiration. Being as the 
ne- Apoſtle here ſays, many falſe Prophets in the World; that is, 
ik many that falſly pretend to Inſpiration, tis poſſible at leaſt, 
zen tis as likely as not, that the Man that comes to us with this 
no Pretence is an Impoſtor; Or if he be not, yet ſo long as he 
nds gives no Evidence of his Inſpiration, ' we are guilty of no 
, 2 I Fault in not receiving him as an Inſpir'd Prophet; for it can 
never be a Fault, not to believe without Reaſon z and that's 
no Reaſon to us which does appear. Nay, indeed, ſuppoſing 
him to be really Inſpired, yet while he gives no proof of his 
Inſpiration. ſo far is our refuſing to receive him, as an Inſpired 
Prophet, from being a fault, that it is no more than we are 
bound in Duty to do; we ſhould be too blame if we receiv'd 
him; we do well and wiſely in rejecting him: For it would 
be juſt the ſame Raſhneſs and Indiſcretion in us ( tho? per- 
Haps it might not be attended with the like hurtful Conſe- 
quences) to receive, as an Inſpired Prophet, a Man that is 
really Inſpir d, while as yet there is no Evidence appearing of 
his being ſo Inſpired, as it would be to give Credit to an 
Impoſtor, And beſides, it may alſo probably be a Miſtake - 
of much worſe Conſequence, to receive as an inſpired Pro- 
phet a Man that is not Inſpired, than it would be not to re- 
ceive as ſuch, a Man that is really Inſpired: For if we receive 
23 an Inſpired Prophet a Man that is not Inſpired, we run a 
Hazard of being deceiv'd by him to our Eternal Ruin ;where« 
as, if, for want of ſufficient Evidence of [nſpiration, we ſhould 
not give Credit to a Man that is really Infpir'd, the only 
Hazard we ſeem to run, is, of not knowing ſome Truths 
which might be upon ſome Accounts uſeful to be known, bur 
without the Knowledge of which we may do very well; be⸗ 
cauſe the Holy Scripture alone, we are well aflur'e 4 able ta 
make us wiſe unto Salvation, 

4. Laſtiy, What muſt be ſkill farther meant to be implied 
in this firſt Branch of the Apoſtle's Advice, Believe not ev 


Spirit, is this: That we ſhould nat e ver take any MI rs 


only for bu being an inſpir'd Prophet. The Reaſon is, becauſe 
if we admit, as of ſufficient force to prove. Inſpiration, a 
Man's own: Affirmation that he is Inſpir'd, we. muſt believe 
every Spirit, directly contrary to the Apoſtles Warning. For 
tis not to be ſuppoled,that any Man that is deſirous to be taken 
for an [nfpired Prophet, will ever be wantiag in ging am- 
ple Teſtimony to himſelf. [ Either therefore this Proof of 
Divine Inſpiration muſt be wholly ſer aſide; or elſe we muſt 
* allow of it, by whomſoever it is offer d; and whoever gives 
our himſelf to be a Prophet, muſt forthwith, without far- 
ther Examination, bereceiv'd as fuch.]) = 
But upon theſe Terms, our Bleſſed Saviour hi:zſelf, who 
was certainly ſent by God, did not require or expect that 
Credit ſhould be given to him; Nay he expreſly acknowledg 
es, Joh. v. 31. that it he had not given other Proof of his Di- 
vine miſſion, his own Teſtimony, by it felf, had not been cre- 
dible. If, ſays he, I bear Witneſs of my ſelf my witneſs a not true, 
And yer the matter which a man witneſſes concernnig him- 
ſelf may be true, tho? his witneſſing it be not alone a ſuffici- 
ent proof of its truth. Tho? I bear Record of my ſelf, ſays our Sa- 
viour in another place, (Job. viii. 14.) et my Record i true, 
for I know whence I came. Altho therefore we are not to give 
entire Credit ro any man that confidently athrms his own In- 
ſpiration; for it we ſhould do that, we muſt believe every 
Impoſtor ; yet if the man that gives out himſelf ro be Inſpired, 
be otherwiſe a Man of probity, honeſty, and modeſty; if he has 
always before been thought to have a clear head and a ſound 
Judgment, and was never known or ſuſpected to be ſubject to 
Vapours and Whimftes ; and if when he athrms bis own Inſpi- 
ration, he does it in a grave and becoming manner, and with 
all the Appearance that is poiſible of Truth and Sincerity and 
Selt-Periwafion ; And, laſtly it there be nothing in the mat- « | 
ter which he utters, by Divine Inſpiration, thzt is Blaſphe- il © 
mous, Impious, Wicked, unworthy of God, or apparently 
-£ontrary to ſound Doctrine; (in theſe Cafes, I ſay) the Man's 
own conſtant Affi mation that he is inſpir'd, may very rea- Il , 
ſonably put us upon farther enquiring into the matter, in order il 4 
to the obtaining the fulleſt Satisfaction that we can about it. by 
And thiz leads me to diſcourſe of the ſecond Branch of the g 
Apollier 


nf poſtle's Advice in the Text, very ficly ſubjoyn d to the for- 
mer, Diz. TS, 9 
mY IL Try ths Spirits, whether they are of God. For there 
a deing man) fal Propbets, or falſe Pretenders to Inſpiration, 
Ken , the World, *tis not reaſonable that we ſhould, before or 
*M" Without Tryal, believe every Spirit; and yet, on the other 
oft ide, being well aſſur' d that there have been formerly ſeve- 
tn ral that have been divinely Inſpired, and that have ſpoken as 
3 hey were mov'd by the Holy Ghoſt 3 and being not abſo- 
Jutely certain that there never will be any more ſuch Perſons, 
either is it reaſonable that we ſhould immediately Damn, as 


that Cheat and Impoſtor every Man that gives out this pretence, 
while as yet no Signs or Tokens of Impoſture do appear; but 
te right and the wiſe way is, to wait a while e're we give 


Di. Judgment z and before we either receive or reject, to try the 
Spirits whether they are of Gd. 
RK: But how it may be ask d, ſhall we try them? What proof 
mM" of any Man's being inſpir'd, who pretends himſelf ſo, may 
realſonably be requir'd, or expected? q 
can [ anſwer, in general, ſuch as other Prophets, formerly 
ent by God, have been enabled to give; ſuch as Moſes, the 
mw Law-giver of the Fews, and ſuch as Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, did give. For every Man, 
& that pretends to teach as by Inſpiration, takes upon him to be 
5 a ſpecial Ambaſſodor ſent from Heaven on ſome extraordi- 
4 nary Meſſage; And no Man is ever receiv'd as an Ambaſſa- 
* dor till he ſhews his Credential Letters 
by: More particularly; There are two Proofs of Divine In- 
oh ſpiration. One or the other, or both, of which we may with, 
K good Reaſon demand of any Man that ſets up with this Pre. 
rence, [ Eſpecially in caſe the Revelation he pretends to 
at” 0 * have had, be of Publick Concern, and he requires in the 
e Name of God that we ſhould give him Credit: ] And they 
are Prophecy and Miracles. | 


divine miſſion ; They foretold ſome Things that were not to 


Y hortly to come to paſs; and thoſe two Events not depending 
| | * 


1. Prophecy, or the forerclling Things to come. This 
way Moſes and Chriſt and his Apoſtles made proof of their 


be till many years after, as well as others which were then 


» 
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| | Iz ). h 

on the neceſſary working of Natural Cauſes, but only on th ng t 
pleaſure of God, or the Will ot free Agents: Which kind Si 
Events we have reaſon to think, can't beforeknowa by an 
but God, nor be certainly torerold but by Revelation  fronfff; 
God. According to that of the Prophet, Jaiab xli, 2, 
Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may &noy 
that ye are Gods. "1 | 

But than this proof of divine Inſpiration, tho? it be indeedii 
as good as any that can be given, is a convincing proaf u 
thoſe only who happen to live either at, or after, the time, 

- when the Prophecy is fulfilled : It is no Proof at all, it is aq 
 .. Amuſement only, to thoſe who live but at the time whenſſf;; « 
the Prophecy is firſt given out. Becauſe it is a Courſe 
of time, which that Generation of men may never live to ſee, 
that muſt ſhew whether the thing forerold does come to paſi ai 
or no, L and conſequently, whether the man that foretold 
it was a true or a falſe Prophet.] There is therefore. 

2. Another proof of divine Inſpiration that may with good 
Reaſon be expected and required of any man, at the very 
time when he utters his pretended divine Revelations ; and 
that is, Miracles, Thus Moſes prov'd his divine miſſion to 
thoſe ro whom he was ſent; And thus our Saviour and his A- 

{Hes prov'd their divine miſſion to thoſe ta whom they hiſt 
preach'd the Goſpel; They did the Works of God, that is, 
ſuch Works as could not be done but by the power of God. 
This therefore, I ſay, is what may now alſo be reaſona- 

bly expected from thoſe who do now a- days pretend to Inſpy- 
ration, and declare that they are ſent by God on an extraor- 
ordinary meſſage to us. Let them as Moſes did, turn the Wa- 
ter into Blood, and the Duſt into Lice; and divide the Chan- 
nel of the Sea, fo that men may paſs through it, as on dry 
Eand : Or let them as our Saviour and his Apoſtles did, wirh 
only a Word ſpeaking heal the Sick, cure the Cripples, give 
fight to the Blind, caſt out Devils, and raiſe the Dead; Or 
let them as the Apoſtles did, ſpeak with Underſtanding in 
Languages which they never learn'd; and then we ſhall have 
fome Reaſon to liſten to what they have to ſay to us, but till 
then we ſhall have none; till then we ſhall be blameleſs in not 
believing them, even tho*-they be true Prophets. For even 
of himſelf our Saviour ſays, To. xv. 24. If I had not done & 


» 
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n thing t bem the Works that none ot ber Man did, they bad not 
nd eff, Sin. And if the, Upbelieving Jews would not have been 
anſſ blame in not believiag, Chriſt, unleſs he had prov'd his Di- 
fronfff;ne miſſion by Miracles; by the fame Reaſon neither ſhall 
- 23 be now too blame, if we hearken not to theſe new Pro- 
Exoy hets (even ſuppoſing them to be true Prophets) unleſs they 
Iſo give the like proof of their divine miſſion, And of him- 
lf, whom yet, moſt certainly, the Father bad Sancti d 
nd ſent into t be World, he ſays again, Job. 10. 37. If I 
+ not the Works of my Father believe me not. And if he, 
e Son of God, was not to be bene d upon other terms than 
is working of Mifradtes, much lefs is any other man. In 
ot believing therefore theſe new retenders toRevelation, un- 
they ſhall alfo work Miracles tp prove their miſſion * tis 
lain we are ſafe ; put if we ſhould, believe them, we know 
ot what hazard we may run of being deceiv'd by them. 
And by the ſame Re 


| dealon that we believe theit Confident 
good pretence to Revelation, upon their own Teſtimony only, 
very without Miracles; we muſt believe the like pretence of any 
and other Perſons that fhall ever come to us with the like Con- 
n to fidence; that is, we muſt give up our ſelves to be delu- 
A. ¶ ded by every Impoſtor. J © 

firſt ¶ but perhaps it will be ſaid, That however there might be 
it u, heed of Miracles to prove the divine miſſion of Moſes, be- 


dd. auſe *twas a New Law which God gave to the Jews by himþ | 


ona · Ind of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, becauſe the matter of 
pr Eheir Revelation was likewiſe in great meaſure, new; and, 


a0r- Pot only fo, but did alſo, in part, aboliſh the Law that had 


Wa- Peen before given by Moſes; yet there is not the ſame Rea - 
zan on to require or expect Miracles from thoſe who tho? they 


dry pretend to Inſpiration, yet do not profeſs to be Authors of 4 


vith ew Revelation, or Preachers of another T becauſe 4 
21Vve Revelation that has been once well confirm'd by Miracles, 


Or ball not need to be fo confirm d a gain; at leaſt not to ſuch 


in s believe the Hiſtory of thoſe Miracles whereby it was for- 
ove. ery Conlnd, GTG 90 

And this indeed is true; But then I fay likewiſe,” that as 
tere is no need of Miracles to prove the Truth of a Reveli- 
ion which bas been already well proved by Miracles, and 


whict 


as theſe their Writings ſhall continue in the, World. 


lelt behind them ſh 


| R 

which by credible Hiſtory we are aſſured has been ſo confit 
ed ; ſo neither is there any need of freſh Inſpiration for f 
Teaching of a Doftrins which bas been already fully taug 
by Perſons divinely infpired, by Perſons whoſe divine Inſp 
ration is acknowledged, and who, tho” they be gone from u 
do yet continue to preach to us by thoſe Writings which the 
have left behind them; and will continue to do fo, for fo lony 


And this is now the Caſe. with us ; Our Saviour, who, 1 
are ſure, came ſrom God, preaches dd us, now. as much 
he did once to the Fews, tho' in another manner; in thol 
Sermons of his which are recorded by the Holy Evangeliſt 
And the Apoſtles, who were commiſſion'e by our Saviour i 
preach his Goſpel, do ſtill preach it, and will ever be pread 
ing it to us, as lon a elk Books and Epiſtles which the 
of öngidue in the World, and be knoy 
to be theirs ;. and thele Holy Scriptures have been ſufficic 
for the l ſtruQtion, of all C riſtians hitherto, ever ſince tl 
Apoſtle's Days; What need then is there of new Iaſpiratio 
if there he no new matter to be taught? Or what needs an 
Man pretend to Inſpiration, while by his own Confeffior 
he preaches no other Dgctrine than is Already taught in th: 
Holy Scripture, which all thoſe whom he ſpeaks to do alread 
acknowledge was given by Inſpiration of God? _ 

Bur ſuppoling that the thing is really fo as they give oit 
viz. That they are indeed afreſh inſpired by God with tl 
Knowledge of thoſe fame Truths which are contained | 
Scripture ; yet ſtill we are ſaſe in not hearkning to them, 
to Prophets and Inſpired b Cork, and in not receiving wh 
they utter, as matter lately reveal'd to them; at leaft, not ti 
they ſhall}give good Evidence of their divine miſſion; ou 
we do already receive, upon the Teſtimony of the Holy Scrif 


£3 
, 


ture, all that which they pretend to teach, as by new .an 


freſh Inſpiration. And if we do receive, as a Divine Truth 
and as divinely reveald, any Doctrine or Prophecy whid 
is indeed ſuch; what matter's it whether we receive it frot 
this Prophet, or from that? from an Old Prophet, or a Ne 
one? from a divine Revelation that was made Cerrary 
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hundred Years ago, or from het was made but Yeſter- 
day? ö 5 88 
L' In a Word therefore ; The Doctrine, whatever it is, of 
© theſe prerended Prophets, is either Old or New; it is either 
che Dod rine of the Goſpel, or it is another Goſpel ; Let 
| * themſelves ſay which it is. For if they ſhall ſay the firſt, 
ton © vi. that their Doctrine is no other than the Doctrine of the 
* Goſpel ; To what purpoſe then, we may well ask, do you 
pretend, or with what Truth can you pretend, that you are 
taught it now by immediate divine Inſpiration, when, by 
your own Acknowledgment, you were taught it before, 
OY © ard we may all of us learn the ſame, from the long ago di- 
our 'Y © vinely inſpir'd Scripture? But if they ſhall ſay the öther, 
"YN © viz. that the Matter which they are inſpir'd with, is New, 
the © and what we could not have lea n'd from the Scripture; we 
"oy may then (as was faid before) Very reaſonably require of 
ci them to give fixh Proof of cheſt Inſpiration and Miflion, 
by Signs and Wonders and mighty Works, as bur Saviour 
12 aid his Apoſtles, and all that have evet hererofore been ſent 
„by God to publiſh a new Revelatiqn to the World, have 
* given, till when, we ſhall habe no Reaſon to hearken to 
ler * them ar all; and if we do, it will be ar our great Peril. ] 
realy Bat if they ſhall fay (and thar's indeed all that I think they 
can wich any Appearance of Reafvii farther pretend) that the 
- OY Revelations dow nmde to them are partly Old, and partly 


ed cles, be not, in fubRance, New, beczufe tis no other than 
* what is really and truly contained in Scripture, tis nevertbe- 
* les what would not. what perhaps could not, have been diſ- 
Of cern'd to be therein contain'd, without freſh Illumination; 
$i and that they are now enlightned with a clearer Knowledge 


of ſome Truths coorain'd in Scripture than any others yet have 
been; chat they are by ſpeciat Tolpirarion of the Spirit, en- 
abled to open the Book chat has beeh always hitherto ſepl'd op, 
and to give the ite ſenſe of ſeveral dark and obſcure; Paſſages 
in Nelprure, the int aning wheteof has nor hithetts' been ap- 
prehended, or which have been Folly hiltinderftt6d by all 
kormer Interpterets, vnd wuld Perhaps ne vet have bern right- 


nat I} underſtood but by Inſpiration, In 


New ; fuaſtmach 28, cho whar they now urter as Divine Ora- - 
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In this Caſe, if this be what they ſay, there is one thing 
however that we may very reaſonably require and demand of 
them, before we give them Credit; viz. that they ſhould 
make out to us, by Reaſon, the Truth of that Interpretation 
of Scripture, which, they ſay, they have been taught by 
Revelation; and if they can and ſhall do this, we'll readily 
receive their Interpretation, even tho' we ſhould not believe 
them to be inſpired. | 

And this is no unreaſonable Demand, becauſe a true In- 
terpretation ofa Text of Scripture, tho? is be ſuppoſed to be 
ſuch an one as a Man could not have hit upon only by the 
working of his own Reaſon, yet when it is found out, may be 


gumentation, 


We have an Inſtance of this in the Preaching of the Apo- ret 


Rlesz They, by the Illumination of the Holy Spirit, were di- 


rected to, and inſtructed in the meaning of, all thoſe Paſſages 
in the Old Teſtament, whether Types or Prophecies, whick N 


related to the Meſſias; which, without ſuch Illumination they 
would not have underſtood : But then, after that they them- 


ſelves were let into the Knowledge of them, this Way, they 


were able by Reaſoning to make plain to others the Truth ol 


their Interpretation of thoſe Places, and to ſhew how exactly N. 
applicable they were to, and how punctually oy were ful- 


fill'd in our Saviour Chriſt, This may beobſerv'd in almoſt 


de ſth 
capable of being made plain to others, by Reaſoning and Ar- — 


all thoſe Sermons of the Apoſtles which are related in the Ru; 


Hiſtory of their Actt, and likewife in all their Epiſt les. 


And of St. Paul in particular it is obſerv'd, Ads 17, 2, 3. | 


that entring into a Synagogue of the Fews, be reaſon d with 


them out of the Scriptures ; Opening and alledging that Chrift 
muſt needs have ſnffer'd and riſen again from the Dead; and 
and that that Jeſus whom be preach'd unto them was Chriſt. 


And of the ſame Apoſtle it is noted in the Acts 9. 22. that imo I 


mediately after his own miraculous Converſion, before he had 
conferr'd with any of the Apoſtles, or heard any of their ger: 


mons, when therefore the good Underſtanding which he him- | 


ſelf had in Scripture muſt have been chiefly, it not only, from 
Evine Illumination, be confounded the Fews which dweltat 
% Damaſcus, 


: (17) | 
ang Damaſcus, proving that Jeſiu was the Chriſt, But now how 
d of | could he proveithis, ſo as to confound and ſilence the uus, but 
uld | only by out · reaſoning them in the Interpretation thar he gave 
non of the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament which had forcold the 
Df} Meſias? And it may indeed be difficult to find out the true 
dily Key to ſome ancient Prophecy; but when that is once found 
eve ſ out, whether by Study or divine Illumination, it may be eaſy 
enough afterwards, by the help of that Key, to lay the whole 
Prophecy open, and to make the Interpretation of it clear 
even to an ordinary Capacity, Let therefore, as I ſaid, our 
New Prophets do thus, and then, without enquiring how 
y be they came by their Knowledge, we will readily admit their 
Al Interpretation of Scripture. 
Bur if they can't do this, If they can't ſhew that the Inter- 
\po- pretation which they give of Scripture 1s rational, and the 
Application which they make of it juſt and agreeable ;, we 
muſt then come upon them again with our former Demand, 
and require of them to demonſtrate the Truth of their Inter- 
pretation, and the Juſtneſs of their Application of Scripture, 
And likewiſe their own Truth in pretending to have receiv'd 
Ibis Knowledge from the Holy Spirit, by their working Mi- 
Facles. For to give ſuch a Senſe of Scriprure as true, which 
in't be made out to be true by a rational Interpretation, is 
Il one, in effect, as to give out a new Scripture z and we 
an't, with pood Reaſon, receive any Diſcourſe or Writing as 
xcripture (even tho it be not contradictory to any former 
Revelation) upon lefs Evidence than that upon which we ac 
- $nowledpe the divine Inſpiration of that holy Scripture which, 
ye have already receiv'd. 
And this Proof of Inſpiration, by Miracles, is indeed what. 
Fay now with more Reaſon be demanded of our New Pro- 
Per, that it could have been of our Saviour Cbriſt, or of 
pe Holy Apoſtles. ; © 3 
For the coming of Chriſt, as a Prophet and a Lawgiver, 

Id been long before foretold by former Prophets; particu- 

rly by Moſes, Deut. 18. 15. A Prophet ſhall the Lord your, 
e raiſe up unto jou, of your HO like unto mes, hat 

| all 
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8 (18) = 
ſball ye bear in all things whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto you. So 


many; but we have none, that I know of, foretelling that 
any ſhould ſpeak or write by immediate Inſpiration of the 
Spirit, after that the holy A poſtles ſhould have left the World, 
having firſt committed to writing all ſuch things as the Spirit 


Mie have no Prophecy of Scripture, that I know of, ſore- 


that thoygh our Saviour had wrought no, Miracles, yet his Ws 
Pretence toa divine;Miſſion,chad been very credible, becauſe 6 
rom former Prophecies, the Few had good Reaſon, juſt at Y 
hat Time, to expect ſuch a Prophet as our, Sviour gave 
out himſelf ro be. And he himſelt argu'd ſometimes with the ſ 
Fews upon this Foot. John F. 39. Search, the Scriptures, 
For t bey are they which tefprfie of me. bigw ris if 34214 
And ſo likewiſe our Saviour, after that. his own divine 
Miſſion had been well proved and confirmeg, promiſed and] 
foretold that his Apoſtles, whom he would, commiſſion to 
preach his Goſpel after his Aſcenſion, ſhould be guided by the 
Holy Spirit into all Truth, Jobn 16. 13, So that it they in 
their own Perſons had wrought no Miracles 1n Proof of, their 
Inſpiration, their Pretence to Inſpiration had nevertheleſs been 
well and fully enough grounded upon and prov'd by ou 
Lord's Promiſe and Prediction. 2 8 
But what Promiſe in Scripture, what Prediction of Chriſt 
or his Apoſtles, or of any ancient Prophets, can our new 
Propbets produce foretelling their Coming, and aſſuring us of 
their Inſpiration 2 We have many Predictions in Scripture, 
chat falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets ſhould ariſe, and decepuy 


* 


of God had dictated to them, and command them to write: 


telling that in After- Ages God would raiſe up other Pro- 
phets like unto them, to whom he would communicate; his 
Will in ſuch manner as he had done to them, by immediate 
Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit. So that the Pretencę of our a- 
Prophets to ſuch Inſpiration, being not founded on Scripture, 
mult fall ro the ground; unleſs it be ſupported by Miracles, 
there being plainly no other Foundation to reſt it ſufficiently 


Pon. * 
Well, 


r ah : 
so Well, but you'll fay then, what if theſe Men ſhould now 
give ſuch Proof of their Inſpiration as we may reaſonably re- 
auf. quire? What if their Predictions ſhould come to paſs ? Or 
if at what if they ſhould do Miracles? : 

= lanſwer; when this ſhall be, twill be ſoon enough to re- 
ſolve that Queſtion ; but till then we fhall not need to trou- 
ble our ſelves about it. And yet to ſay ſomewhat briefly to 
it now may not be amiſs; becauſe it may well be ſuppoſed, 
that a Man that already counterfeits Revelations, will not 
de long before he'll ſer upon counterfeiting Prophecies or 
Miracles ; I mean whenever he ſhall have a convenient Op- 
portunity, 'and ſhall find his Followers and Admirersin a good 
Diſpoſition to be deluded ; and the Devil, we may be ſure, 
hoſe Intereſt is highly ſerved by ſuch Deluſions, will not be 
ning to lend his urmoſt Aſſiſtance towards carrying on the 
cal, | 5 
1. Then, let it be ſuppoſed, that they foretell Things to 
ome; that is, that ſome things which they foretell do come 
o paſs; (I mean preſently, or within a ſhort time, for if the 
\ccompliſhment of their Predictions be not till a long while 
ence, it may ſerve for an Argument to our Poſterity of ſuch 
en's Inſpiration ; bur it can be noneto us. Inthis Caſe, -I 
ay) one thing to be conſider'd by us is the Nature of the 


the vent that was foretold; becauſe if it was a * that was 
orld, produc'd by rhe working of Natural Cauſes, the foretelling 
Soirir t vas not a certain Proot of divine Inſpiration ; for the Devil 
rite: without doubt a better natural Philoſopher than any Man, 
fore. Ind fo may foreſee, and may inſpire his Emiflaries to foretell 


ever?! Events of this Kind, which no mortal Man by his 
dwn Wit and Skill only, could have foretold, And the onl / 
hings which (as I ſuppoſe) none but God can foreknow, 
are ſuch Events as depend upon the Working of the Will of 
ome free Agent. | : 

And apain, even of theſe Events, commonly call'd future 
ontingencies, ſeveral, it may well be ſuppos'd, are already 
oretold in fome dark Prophecies of the Holy Scripture, which, 


hough not underſtood by us, may yet be underſtood by the 
| 8 B 2 Devil, 


5 Is . 

Devil; who, if not naturally ot greater Wit, muſt yet needy; 
by his longer Obſervation, Experience and Study, have at- 
tained to much greater Skill in ſuch matters, than any ſhort. 
livd. Man can do. So that a true Interpretation of ſome 
Scripture-Prophecies which have not hitherto been underſtood WM 
by Man, may poſſibly be had from the Devil, and conſe- 
quently, is not a ſure Proof of divine Illumination. 

Again; If the Events that have been foretold by any pre- 
tended Prophet are ſuch, the Foreknowledge whereof, (even 
by the Devil himſelf) can't be accounted for either of theſe 
Vvays; ſome Conſideration is then to be had of their Number, un 
For when God endues any Man with the Spirit of Prophecy Wc! 
in order to his gaining Belief to ſome Meſſages of publick Con- 
cern which God has charg'd him with, it can't be ſuppoſed} 
but that he will enable him to give full and ſufficient Proof of 
his divine Miſſion ; and a full and ſufficient Proof thereof (in 
caſe no other Proof of any other kind but only by Prophecy, 
be given of it) can hardly be given but by a Man's truely 
foretelling a great many future Events. 

And yet, laſtly, if a Man ſhould truly foretell a great many 
future Events, even this would not be a good Proof of di- 
vane Inſpiration, in caſe any One (rho? but One only) of his} 
Predictions ſhould fail to be accompliſhed in its Time. Fot 
a wiſe and cunning Being (ſuch as the Devil, that old Ser- 
pent, certainly is) may, by a probable Conjecture only, fore · WW 
tell ſeveral future Contingencies, and may rarely be out in his WF 
Gueſs; ſo that a Man may be only an Emiſſary or Inſtrument 
of the Devil who does truly fore tell ſome ſuch Things; and it 
is certain he is no other, in caſe there be a Failure in any one 
of thoſe Predictions which he gives forth, as by divine Inſpi- 
ration ; becauſe ine Spirit of God, which ſearcheth all Things, 
and underſtands even the Thoughts of Men long before, can- 
not be decerved in any thing. And this Rule is plainly given 


in the: Scripture it ſelf, Deut. 21. 22. And if thou ſay in thy | 
Heart, How ſhall we know the Word which the Lord bath not 
ſpoken ? When 8 Propbet ſpeałeth in the Name of the Lord, if r 
the thing follow not, nor come to paſe, that a the thing which WM 


the 


he Lord bath not ſpoken; bat the Prophet bath ſpoken it pre- 
Vamptiouſiy. But. 

2. Let it be farther ſuppor'd that a Man now pretending 
o Inſpiration ſeems alſo to do Miracles; tis to be remembred, 
That it is foretold, that the Coming of the man of Sing the 
on of Perdition, is after the Working of Satan, with all Po- 
r and Signs, and lying Wonders. 2. Theſ. ii. ꝙ So that tho 
e uue Miracles are undoubtedly a good, perhaps the beſt, 
Wind for the preſent the moſt convincing Evidence of Divine 
aſpiration, yet there is in this Caſe great room for Deceit, 
and conſequently great need of Caution, Two things eſpe- 
ally, there are in this Caſe, needful co be carefully enquired 


nto; _ | | 

Firſt, the Truth of the Fact; we ſhould be well aſſur d 
hat the wonderful Thing ſaid to be done, was really done; 
ind for this purpoſe it may be requir'd that at ſhould be done 
either in our own Sight and Preſence, or in the Sight and Pre- 
ence of many other credible Perſons; ſeveral of whom 
hould ( without any Contradiction from any other perſons 
hat were then preſent) teſtify the ſame, as a matter of their 
dwn certain Knowledge. 
And when we ſhall have received this Satisfaction as to 
he Fact, it will be then further needſul to be ſtrictly enqui- 
red into, whether it was a true Miracle, that is whether it 

Vas an Operation plainly exceeding the known power of Na+ 
is {ral Cauſes, and of Evil Spirits; as tis evident moſt of the 
Miracles of Moſes, and our bleſſed Saviour were, . Ex- 
ceeding, I ſay, the known power of evil Spirits, as well as 
of natural Cauſes ; and how great their power is, we can 
bardly certainly know, only we may very reaſonably think, 
that the Prince of the Power of the Air, as the Devil is cal- 
led in Scripture, Epb. ii. 2. is able to do far greater things 
than any that as yet have been ſo much as reported to have 
been done by our new Prophets. 

Well, but you'll ſay, ſuppoſing that thus far alſo we ſhould 
receive all the ſatisfaction that we can reaſonably deſire , that 
I, that the wondrgus Work which we ate fully perſwaded 
wap 


— nn N * 
was done by ſome pretended Propliet, after the beſt Tria 
and Examination that we can make of it, does appear to bi 
Miraculous, may we then reaſonably give Ear to what the Mui | 
has to ſay to us? none elt. 911 | #1001 

Les truly, I think we may; nay indeed I think we ſhall 
be to blame if we do not. But yet, I do not fay ; that im- 
mediately upon this we ought to receive, as a divine Oracle, 
every thing that this Man ſhall utter. If ſays Moſes, Dent. 
© xiti, 1. There ariſe among you a Prophet or a Dreamer of 
* Dreams, and giveth thee a Sign or a Wonder, and the Sign 
© or the Wonder come to paſs whereof he ſpake unto ther 
© ſayirip, Let us go after other Gods, which thou haſt not 
© known, and let us ſerve them. Thou ſhalt not hearkenf 
© unto the Words of that Prophet, or that Dreamer of 
© Dreams; for the Lord your God proveth you, to know 
© whether ye love the Lord your God, with all your Heart, 
and with all your Soul. And our Saviour himſelf tells us, 
Matt b. xxiv. 24. That there ſhall atiſe falſe Chriſts and] 
© and falſe Prophets, and ſhall ſhew great Signs and Won : 
© ders, inſomuch that if it were poſſible, they ſhall deceive 
© the very Elect. eB 85 


But what's then to be done? If falſe Prophets may give 
the ſame Tokens to appearance of a divine miſſion that true 
Prophets have done, how ſhall we do to know certainly which 
are true, and which are falſe ? my Ma 

I anſwer, even in this Caſe (which yet we may well 
think does very rarely happen) there i one other Method of 
trying the Spirits whether they are of God, which we may 
be certain will not fail or deceive us; and that is, by their 
Do&rines : What therefore we ſhould have to do, if ever we 
ſhould meet with ſuch an appearing Evidence of any Man': 
Inſpiration, as we could not after the ſtricteſt ſearch diſcern 
any Fraud in, would be'to examine well the Nature of thoſe 
Do&rines which he teaches, as by God's Command and Au- 
thority, and to obſerve whether they be according to Godli- 
neſs, whether they be worthy of God. And if they are not 
fo, we ought not either to receive the Docttines, or to accept 


—_— 2 


the 


| ( 22 ; 
e Man as a Prophet, no _ upon the ſteongeſt Evi- 
M ence that can be given of Iaſpiration; becauſe. it is a Con- 
e radiction to the Truth; and Holineſt af God, that he ſhould 
Fi of r Commiſſion any, Man to teach any Doctrine, contrary 
Rn Truth or Holineſs. For he abidetÞ. Fatt bful, as the Apo- 


il im. | 11 1 . 
Ne. i de to — himſelf, to Commiſſſan any Man cither to with- 
we. Wraw bis Cregures from their dus Obedience tg him; or to 


WW validate the Credit of former Nivine | Revelations ; or to 
ach any Doctrine n and Eſſential 
ttributes, his Juſtice, Holineſs, Goodneſs or Truth; or to 


1 | reſcriþe, or ſo much qs to give Licenſe, or any. Encourage- 


* ent to Impiety, Prophaneneſs, Falſhood, Lying Perjury, 

* © Wcceir, Injuſtice, Uncleanneſs, Intemperance, or any moral 

11 Vickedneſs. And therefore our Saviour, in Matth. vii. 16. 
} 


mediately after he had given a Caution to beware of falſe 


ls wy | Prophets, adds theſe Words, Ye ha kyow them by their fruits, 
Now at is, by the fruits of their Doctrines; by the nature and ten- 


ency of them; ſo that whatever appearance a man may make 
f Honeſty, I For Satan himſelf u tran form d into an An- 


12 el of Li bt, therefore it # no great thing if hu Miniſters alſo 
a 5 Gr mp as the Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. 11. 


35 14. ] or what Proof ſoever he may give of his Truth, or 
hat Evidence ſoever of Divine Inſpiration ; we may be moſt 
er of 


ertain that he js not a Meſſen Jod, if the 
„ is Doctrine lar, Lider le e Nee 6f Nirural 
religion, or to the eternal Laws of Reaſon, or to the Truth of 
ras former Divine Revelation! dH de tays St. Paul or my 
ter BY Man, or even an Angel from Heaven preacir any other 
* = Goſpel unto you, than that which we have preached unto 


you, and which ye have received; Let him be accurſed. 
ſcern Galat. i. 8, 9. : e | | 


7. Thus we are to Try the Spirit, whether they are of God; 
ole hich, if we do, fincerely, and with true Love to God and 
oct” rruth; the bleſſed Conſequence will be, that how much ſo- 
not ever falſe Prophets do abound, and however evil Men and 
* educers may wax worſe and worſe, deceiving and being decei- 


ved, 


— —ů — — g p 1 
— — wu 
- " » 


Rn TW) 2 Tim, ii. 13 Mk A. be aware of beit Divi 
being wot like Children, toſſed to and Kits and carried abou 
with every Wind of Doctrine, Eph-'tv 
| man, and cunning Craftineſs, where 2 Wait to ge- 
ceive, Heb. x. 23. } bold faßt: e Profeſſion of our F it 
without wovering ; 2 Tim; i, 14. and continue an the thing, 
we have been taug bt, Lf weve te have lea d then. 
1 Cor. 15. 58. 1 always 4. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE foregoing Sermon being 200 to be 
Preach'd at once, thoſe Parts * which 
are thus encloſed [] were omitted when it was 

preached before the aaa N. 8 


4 by the flight > 


bounding in the Work of be ire 2. 85 we — that | 


